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Left sleeve pneumonectomy performed through a sternotomy incision with cardiopulmonary bypass for bronchogenic carcinoma: report of two cases
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Background, methods and results
We report herein the cases of two patients with bronchial carcinomas in the left main bronchus who were successfully treated by left sleeve pneumonectomy performed through a sternotomy incision for the first time in Bulgaria. Adequate oxygenation during tracheobronchial anastomoses was achieved by cardiopulmonary bypass in both patients. Tracheobronchial anastomosis was relatively easy to perform in the excellent operative field achieved by this method. The postoperative courses of both patients were uneventful. Was no need for prolonged mechanical ventilation.

Conclusion
The procedure presented in this paper is considered to be a safe and effective method of performing left sleeve pneumonectomy.
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